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SUBJECT+ _DECLASSIFICATION OF MOOSE/LOWENSTEIN REPORT’

REFt STATE 045007

o e I SHALL BE R;&FDNDING SEPARATELY IN AN OVERALL
 MANNER: TO REFTELs 1 WISHs HOWEVER: TO COMMENT AT rHIS
TIME ON PARA 2M REGARDING THE LAOD REQUEST FOR THAI AND
SOUTH VIETNAMESE: REGULARS LAST SUMHER- 1 DO NOT KNOW:
O WHAT MOOSE/LOWENSTEIN REPORT CONTAINS ON THIS SUBJECT
CBUT T AM MODST SENSITIVE TO THE LAO REQUEST FOR SOUTH
VIETNAMESE ASSISTANCE. ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS SOUVANNA
HAS SENT REPRESFNTATIVES TO SOUTH VIETNAM T0 SEEK SOUTH
VIETNAMESE ASSISTANCE N THE ATTOPEU/SARAVAN& AREAS- :
THESE DEMARCHES HAVE GONE FROM HOPED FOR BATTALION- _
LEVEL INCURSIONS UP To a4 RENEWED LAMSON 719s SOUVANNA
HAS ALWAYS CONSIDERED THESE DEMARCHES AS MOST SENSITIVE
ACTIONS ON HIS FART, FOR IF THEY WERE MADE PUBLIC THAT
WOULD pESTROY HIS NEUTRAL FACADEo CERTAIN OFFICERS IN THE
DEPARTMENT WILL RECALL HIS ATTITUDE RE LAMSON 719 “AND -HE. -HAS
ALWAYS CITED THE FACT THAT HE DID NOT WELCOME ARVN INVADING
LAOS+ HE HAS BEEN WALKIMNG A TIGHTROPE ON TKIS ISSUE
AND WERE 1T EVER TO BE MADE PUBLICs’ PARTICULARLY "IN
AN DFFICIAL DUCUMhNT OF THE UNITED STATES LEGISLATIVE
 BRANCH, 1T WOULD BE DEEPLY RESENTFD BY THE PRIME
MINIQTFRa
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2o 1 CANNOT RECALL SPECIFICALLY DISCUSSING' SOUVANNA 'S
ACTION WITH MOOSE/LOWENSTEINe 1T IS GUITE POSSIBLE,
HOWEVERs THAT 1 DID SO BUT IN SO DOING I"AM CERTAIN
THAT 1 WOULD HAVE INDICATED THE SENSITIVITY oOF
SOUVANNAYS ACTION AND | WOULD HAVE TOLD MoOSE/
LOWENSTEIN. THAT IN MAKING THIS INFORMATIGN AVAILABLE
TO THE SENATE COMMITTEE I WAS DOING SO ON A TDP
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3+ 1 DO NOV BELIEVE 1T 18 wxsz FOR ME TO APPROA
SOUVANNA ON THIS SURJECTe I KNOW FULL WELL THAT HE
WILL TellL ME THAT THE INFGRMATION HE OR HIS ASSDCIATgs
MADE AVAJLABLE TO ME, WAS CONSTIDERED TO BE TOp SECRET
AND THAT I ACCEPTED IT ON THAT BASISe THE FaCT TH@T
] MADE IT AVAILABLE TO THE STAFF MEMBERS OF THE '
SENATE SURCUMMITTEE WouLD BE CONSIDERED BY SDUVANNA .-
AS A GROSS HREACH OF CONFIDENCE OnN MY PARTe IF IN 7
TURN THE SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT CONTAINS THIS INFORMATION
1 WwiLL CONSIDER 1770 BE A GRUSS BRFACH OF CONFIDENCE
BY SENATOR SYMINGTON« 1 DO NUT BELIEVE THAT 1 AM
 OVERSTATING THE CASE THAT IF THE MOOSE/LOWENSTEIN
. REPORT COMTAINS ANY REFERENCE TO THE RLG SEEKING

: ASSI°TANCt OF SOUTH VIETNAMESE MILITARY FORCES
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§ IN LAGS, IT WOULD .DESTROY ANY CONFIDENCE THAT THE
4 PRIME MINISIER WOULD HAVE IN ME PERSONALLYW THE

1 SUCCEDING AMBASSADOR WQULD HAVE A HARD ROW TO HOEs
GP =1 |
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